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You Wouldn’t Want to…

Based on the premise that history is a pretty awful place, and thus awfully awesome to read about, the You Wouldn’t Want To . . . series expands with four new hazard-strewn entries. You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Ninja Warrior! gamely attempts to show how tough life could be for the masters of stealth in feudal Japan, where constantly warring factions and plenty of sharp swords abound, but then pretty much gives up and sends “you” on an exciting, covert mission to steal an enemy warlord’s plans. Obviously, any kid reading this one would just about kill to be a ninja. You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Pony Express Rider! presents a significantly less glamorous lifestyle, one without much of a future, as it explains how the service only lasted about a year and a half. Though it may go without saying that You Wouldn’t Want to Be Cursed by King Tut!, it turns out there’s nothing to worry about in the first place. The book doles out some Tutankhamen backstory before systematically debunking all the stories about curses being inflicted upon people who disturbed his tomb. Though You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Hoover Dam! points out that you’d likely just be happy for the work during the Depression, everything from germy water to stray explosions might have you rethinking that 50-cents-an-hour pay. As fun as these books are, loaded with cartoony illustrations and scads of comical “Handy Hints,” they really do present history in the freshest possible way: from the inside out.  

—Booklist, February 15, 2012 on You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Ninja Warrior!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be a Pony Express Rider!, You Wouldn’t Want to Be Cursed by King Tut!, and You Wouldn’t Want to Work on the Hoover Dam!
Enchantment of the World™, Second Series
This classic series has been updated politically, economically, and ecologically, providing a detailed examination of countries around the globe. Rich in history with fascinating insights about each region, the series excels at presenting a plethora of factual information against a backdrop of brightly colored pictures and maps. Much of each title reads like a textbook, except for brief chapters that follow real people in their daily lives. Most enjoyable was Wil Mara’s intriguing vignettes of the People’s Republic of China, which provided a spirited, often colloquial, journey though this Communist country. Each book provides a timeline, Fast Facts, and embassies. Students writing country reports will find plenty in these books, and most will find the profiles of a Beijing businessman, manga-loving Japanese teens, and disabled Canadian marathon man, etc. memorable. Websites. Index. Recommended
— Library Media Connection, May/June 2012 on Afghanistan, Canada, Haiti, Japan, Mexico, and People’s Republic of China 
In this complete reworking of the 2007 edition, readers are given a broad and solid introduction to China. The book covers geography, climate, history, language, different ethnic groups, religion, government structure, and the arts. Frequent text boxes and large, bright photographs add extra information and deeper context. There is a heavy focus on the Chinese economy and recent strides made in human rights. However, there is a tendency to downplay the issues that still exist. The book does a good job of contrasting the realities of urban and rural life and showing the different faces of such a large country. Full of up-to-date information, the clear and easy-to-understand text highlights how quickly this country and economy are changing while still drawing on a thousands-of-years-old heritage.

—School Library Journal, February 2012 on People’s Republic of China 
A solid, up-to-date resource covering information typically needed for school reports, this volume maintains the high standard of quality expected from the series. Topics such as climate, wildlife, history, government, pop culture, and the arts are all addressed, providing a well-rounded look at Japan’s past and present. With content revised considerably from previous editions, this book goes beyond facts and statistics to give readers an intimate glimpse at typical Japanese youth through fictionalized anecdotes detailing moments in their daily lives. The text is straightforward and accessible, with information neatly organized into logical divisions. A “Fast Facts” section offers quick reference information that is especially relevant for students, such as demographics, currency, and famous landmarks, and a useful time line places Japan’s history in context with world events, updated through the devastating earthquake and tsunami of March 2011. Page layouts are much the same as in earlier editions: headings introduce topics, sidebars highlight interesting tidbits of information, and full-color images make for an appealing reading experience. Though a few common misconceptions make their way into the text as fact (“Japanese homes are quite small”), as well as one typographical error (hopi instead of hapi coat), this volume is, on the whole, thoroughly researched and quite accurate. An enjoyable introduction to Japan and a worthy addition to any collection.
—School Library Journal, February 2012 on Japan 

Blastoff! Readers
These books offer concise, vibrant, and interesting looks at the featured countries. Relevant topics like location, land, animals, and culture (food, people, work, play, and holidays) are briefly and clearly described. The “did you know?” and “fun fact” boxes add visual appeal and interest. The volumes are current; Chile includes a blurb about the trapped and rescued miners of 2012. Each page brings new information as well as gorgeous photos of landscapes, tourist attractions, animals unique to the region, and people. Words in the glossaries are highlighted in bold. “To learn more” sections include websites and both fiction and nonfiction: Guatemala suggests a collection of Mayan folktales, while Chile lists Pam Munoz Ryan’s The Dreamer (Scholastic, 2010). As level five readers, the language is attention grabbing; but not too daunting for struggling/beginning readers. Good for research as well as for pleasure reading, these books are great for collections that need updated country information.
—School Library Journal, February 2012 on Argentina, Chile, Guatemala, and Peru (Exploring Countries)
Pilot  

Each of these introductions opens by describing a human encounter with the featured creature. In Komodo Dragon, a park ranger in Indonesia was mauled by one of the giant lizards, transmitting virulent bacteria with its bites. Dart Frogs tells of a South American tribesman who collects golden poison dart frogs and harvests their toxic secretions for hunting. In Box Jellyfish, an Australian girl miraculously survived being stung by one of the deadly invertebrates while swimming in a river. In following chapters, the white text, set on the backgrounds of photo spreads, briefly describes the animals’ physical and behavioral characteristics; habitats; hunting and feeding methods; use of poison, its make-up and potency-particularly the effect on humans; safety precautions, etc. Most of the photo spreads are clear, but some depictions of animals fall into the gutters, obscuring details. Marty Crump’s Mysteries of the Komodo Dragon (Boyds Mills, 2010) traces the work of various scientific researchers who studied the reptiles. Carmen Bredeson’s Poison Dart Frogs Up Close (Enslow Elementary, 2008), aimed at younger readers, focuses primarily on key body parts. The introductions, with their perspective on the deadly nature of these animals, will be useful additions.
—School Library Journal, February 2012 on The Komodo Dragon, Poison Dart Frogs, and The Box Jellyfish (Nature’s Deadliest)
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